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SportsNC Events 

N.C. Southern Combo 
State Tennis November 
5-8, 2015, November 12-
15, 2015 Althea Gibson 
Tennis Complex, 
Wilmington  
 
TowneBank Outer 
Banks Marathon 
Southern Fried Half 
Marathon Weekend  
November 6-8, 2015 
Outer Banks 
 
Surf to Sound 
November 6-8, 2015 
Blockade Runner Beach 
Resort, Wrightsville 
Beach 
 
ACC Women's Soccer 
Championship 
November 6 & 8, 2015 
WakeMed Soccer Park, 
Cary 

 

Willie Stargell Celebrity 
Golf Tournament 
November 6-8, 2015 
Landfall Country Club 
Wilmington 
 
Top Gun World Series 
November 6-9, 2015 
Gillette Baseball 
Complex, Wilson 
 
Glow Run, November 7, 
2015, Beaufort 
 
Run, Roll, and Stroll 
5K, 10K for Veterans 

Message from the 
Chairman 
  

Dear Partners in Sport, 
  
It's hard to believe that the holiday season is upon us 
and there is much to be thankful for, but I'm grateful that 
it's always tis the season in NC. And of course, I'm not 
referring to the holiday season! It was a great summer 
season and the fall season thus far has been full of 
events and new connections. 
  
Speaking of connections, SportsNC had quite the 
delegation at the Connect Sports Marketplace & 
Olympic Sportslink held Aug. 26-29 in Pittsburgh. 26 
attendees representing 21 SportsNC member 
organizations met with events rights holders in pre-
scheduled appointments. SportsNC also hosted 50+ 
clients for a client appreciation reception the open night 
of the tradeshow, which was a huge success!  The 
annual tradeshow brought together 300+ rights holders 
and sports planners including representatives from 49 
states and seven countries. 
  
SportsNC will also have a presence at the upcoming 
TEAMS Conference & Expo, Nov. 9-12 in Las Vegas. 23 
attendees representing 18 SportsNC member 
organizations will exhibit in the SportsNC booth and 
meet with events rights holders in pre-scheduled 
appointments. Please stop by the SportsNC booth 
(#517) and be entered to win a V-moda Crossfade LP2 
pair of headphones. SportsNC's annual client 
appreciation reception will be held the open night of the 
conference.  
        
Please follow us on Facebook (SportsNC) and on 
Instagram (@SportsNC) for additional details. Also, visit 
the SportsNC website for partner contact information, 
additional upcoming events and facility details.  From 
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November 7, 2015 

Downtown Wilmington  
 
Shut In Trail Race 
November 7, 2015 
Asheville 
 
Flat Bottom Girls 
Fishing Tournament 
November 7, 2015 
Dockside Marina 
Wrightsville Beach 
 
NCHSAA Volleyball 
State Championships 
November 7, 2015  
Raleigh Convention 
Center 
 
Carolina Shootout 
Soccer Tournament 
November 7-8, 2015  
Mooresville, Concord  
 
NCYSA Keepner's Cup 
November 7-9, 2015 
Gillette Soccer Complex, 
Wilson 
  
CASL visitRaleigh.com 
National Soccer Series 
November 7-8, 14-15, 
20-22 & December 4-6, 
2015 
WRAL Soccer Park and 
other venues 
 
2015 Phenom Hoops 

High School Showcase 

November 13-14, 2015 

Forsyth Country Day 

School, Lewisville 

 

NCYSA Final Four 

November 13-15, 2015 

Gillette Soccer Complex, 

Wilson 

 

Thunder Road 

Marathon, November 

14, 2015, streets of 

Charlotte 

 

the SportsNC family, we hope everyone has a safe and 
happy holiday season!   
  
Yours in Sport, 
  
Travis Dancy, SportsNC - Chair 

  

Have you completed our survey?  
 
Your input is important to us! We are re-opening the 
survey to receive more feedback about the services we 
provide through SportsNC. Please take the time to 
complete this short survey (no more than 5 minutes) and 
one person will be chosen at random to win a great 
prize! You may access the survey by clicking here. We 
look forward to receiving your responses!  

New Facilities 

The Wilmington Basketball 
Center (WBC) opened its doors 
on Monday, June 15, 2015 and 
is the newest athletic facility in 
New Hanover County. The 
16,400-square-foot center 
consists of two full size 

basketball courts, and can accommodate approximately 
200 speculators.  The facility is open to utilizing the 
space for multiple sports and is available for rent based 
on availability. 
  
The mission of WBC is to provide the youth of 
Wilmington with the tools and skills they need to be 
successful students, athletes, and citizens of the 
community. The WBC currently offers afterschool 
basketball programs on the weekdays, open to boys and 
girls of all skill levels. The center hosts many exciting 
events that can also be found on their event 
calendar.  Feel free to reach out to the WBC by calling 
910-319-7454 or emailing them at info@wbcinc.org.  

  

The new Davidson College 
Tennis Complex is the home of 
the Wildcat Men's and 
Women's tennis teams, in 
addition to the indoor courts at 
the Knobloch Indoor Tennis 
Center next to the Baker Sports 
Complex. The new 12-court open air tennis complex, a 
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Fall Classic Soccer 

Tournament  

November 14-15, 2015 

November 21-22, 2015  

Lake Norman area 

 

4th Annual Walk for 

Suicide Prevention 

November 15, 2015 

Wrightsville Beach Park  

 

Sevens Sports, 

American Collegiate 

Rugby Championships 

November 20-22, 2015 

Rugby Athletic Center, 

Charlotte 

 

CASL Boys Showcase  

November 20-22, 2015 

Gillette Soccer Complex, 

Wilson 

  

NCHSAA Boys Soccer 

State Championships 

November 21, 2015 

Dail Field at N.C. State 

 

Rotary Speckled Trout 

Shootout 

November 21, 2015  

Jacksonville Landing 

 

NAIA Cross Country 

Nationals, November 

21, 2015, McAlpine 

Creek Park, Charlotte 

 

Recreation Boxing 

Event, November 21, 

2015, Recreation Park 

Center, Wilson 

 

 Wilmington 

Hammerheads Youth 

FC Beach Soccer 

Classic November 21-

22, 2015, Various 

complexes  

 

ADVICE 5K 20th 

Annual Turkey Trot   

$1.55 million project, has half of the courts equipped 
with spectator grandstands and the project also included 
installation of infrastructure for lights, which will be 
installed at a future date. 

Facility Upgrades 

Fresh off the heels of hosting 
a brand-new ATP Challenger 
Series event in Sept. and 
looking ahead to hosting the 
ACC Men's and Women's 
Tennis Championships in 
Apr. 2016, Cary Tennis Park 
shows no signs of slowing 
down. The Town of Cary has recently unveiled plans to 
expand and upgrade the facility that currently boasts 30 
courts on 24 acres, including a stadium court, locker 
rooms and spectator seating. The Town of Cary plans to 
convert four existing courts to seven covered courts that 
will allow for year-round play and provide relief for 
events if they're affected by less-than-ideal weather 
conditions. The $4.5 million renovation, currently in the 
design phase, also includes upgrades to the current club 
house and is scheduled to be completed in 2017.  

 

Photo courtesy Fred Mullane 

  

The new parking deck at the 
Hickory Metro Convention 
Center opened in October 
2015.  There are 167 new 
parking spaces on the parking 
deck, which brings the total 

number of parking spaces at the convention center to 
902. "We are extremely excited to officially open the 
new parking deck that will serve our customers, guests 
and visitors," said Hickory-Conover Tourism 
Development Authority (TDA) Chairman Bruce EcKard.   
 
The official ribbon cutting on October 19 was a festive 
event and to learn more about the Hickory Metro 
Convention Center call (828) 324-8600. The Hickory 
Metro CVB now has the opportunity to host larger 
events such as Table Tennis and Fencing, due to the 
convenience of increased parking on-site.  
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November 26, 2015, 

Duck 

 

Outer Banks Running 

Club Gobbler 5k & Fun 

Run, November 26, 

2015, Nags Head 

 

4th Annual Surfin' 

Turkey 5k & Puppy 

Drum Fun Run 

November 26, 2015 

Hatteras 

 

Wrightsville Beach 

Turkey Trot 5k 

November 26, 2015 

Wrightsville Beach Park 

 

Gallop for the Gravy 5k 

November 26, 2015 

YMCA Wilmington 

 

Pop Warner Mid-South 

Football & 

Cheerleading 

November 26-28, 2015 

Raleigh Convention 

Center and various 

football fields 

 

Elite Middle School All-

Star Football Game 

November 28, 2015  

Rocky River High 

School, Charlotte 

 

Nike Cross National 

Southeast Regional 

Championship 

November 28, 2015 

WakeMed Soccer Park 

Cross Country Course 

Americana Live Car 

Show, November 28, 

2015, Lake Norman 

 

Turkey Trot 4-Mile Trail 

Run, November 29, 

2015 

N.C. has five sites among 
USA Cycling's 2016 National 
Championships calendar 
 
In addition to the already 
announced two USA Cycling 

events in Winston-Salem next May, the cycling 
organization has announced its 2016 National 
Championships calendar - which 
includes three more N.C. towns for sites. In January, 
Asheville will host Cyclo-Cross. Marshall and 
Weaverville share hosting duties for Collegiate Road in 
May. And Winston-Salem hosts the back-to-back 
Masters Road/Para Road and Pro Road & TT events in 
May. 

  

Greensboro awarded 2016 U.S. 
Olympic Team Trials - Table 
Tennis 
 
USA Table Tennis (USATT) 
announced that the Greensboro 
Coliseum Complex in Greensboro 
has been selected as the host site 
for the 2016 US Olympic Table 
Tennis Trials. The trials will take place Feb. 4-7. 

"We are very excited to be partnering with such an 
outstanding facility and a world-class organizing 
committee," commented USATT CEO Gordon Kaye. 
"There were a number of very competitive bids and very 
compelling opportunities, including an outstanding bid 
from the team in Canton, Ohio. In the end, we felt that 
the bid from Greensboro gave our organization and our 
athletes the best opportunity to showcase our great 
sport to the widest audience possible." 

The Bid Committee for Greensboro is a collaborative 
partnership among the Greensboro Coliseum Complex, 
the Greensboro Area CVB; the Greensboro Sports 
Commission; and the Triangle Sports Commission, a 
U.S. Olympic Committee Community Olympic Partner.  

  

NBA Development League 
coming to Greensboro 
 

The NBA Development League 
and the Charlotte Hornets 
officially announced that the 
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Carolina Beach State 

Park 

 

USYA National League 

Girls Event, December 

3-6, 2015, Gillette 

Soccer Complex, 

Wilson; Rocky Mount 

Sports Complex 

  

Lake Norman Duals 

Wrestling Tournament  

December 4-5, 2015 

Lake Norman HS 

  

NCAA Women's 

College Cup, December 

4-6, 2015, WakeMed 

Soccer Park, Cary 

 

Southern Region 

Premier League 

December 4-6, 2015 

Fike High School & 

Barton College, Wilson 

  

Dr. Pepper ACC 

Football Championship  

December 5, 2015  

Bank of America 

Stadium 

 

NCHSAA Cheerleading 

State Championships  

December 5, 2015 

Raleigh Convention 

Center 

 

Bird Hike (Wilmington) 

December 9, 2015 

Hugh MacRae Park 

 

USYA National League 

Boys Event, December 

10-13, 2015, Gillette 

Soccer Complex, 

Wilson; Rocky Mount 

Sports Complex 

 

NCHSAA Football State 

Championships 

December 11-12, 2015 

team has acquired the right to own and operate an NBA 
D-League team in Greensboro. The team will play its 24 
home games at the Pavilion at the Greensboro 
Coliseum Complex, which will be renovated into a 
basketball field house, beginning with the 2016-17 
season. With the purchase, the Hornets become the 
record 11th NBA team to fully own and operate its NBA 
D-League affiliate, while the NBA D-League expands to 
a record 20 teams. More than 40 percent of the last five 
NBA draft classes have played in the NBA D-League, 
including 15 2014 first-round selections. "Placing the 
team in Greensboro also allows us to expand the 
Hornets' brand to another city in our region that has a 
great basketball tradition," said Hornets chairman 
Michael Jordan.  

Upcoming Events 

Looking for a different way to celebrate 
the New Year? The 13th Annual 
Penguin Plunge is your answer. Each 
year, hundreds of participants start their 
New Year off with a splash, bounding 
into the icy Atlantic Ocean to raise money for local 
charities.The 2016 featured charity will be the Loaves 
and Fishes of Carteret County, and the event takes 
place each year at Alfred B. Cooper Memorial Park. Pre-
registration begins in November, but you can register on 
site the day of the event. Risk the chilly waters for a 
rewarding cause at the Penguin Plunge!  

  

Soccer equals big business this 
time of year in Greater Raleigh. 
This year's calendar has three 
major highlights: the ACC 
Women's Soccer 
Championship, slated for Nov. 
6 and 8 at WakeMed Soccer 

Park in Cary; the NCAA Women's College Cup, the 11th 
time in the last 13 years Cary will host an NCAA soccer 
championship, set for Dec. 4 and 6 at WakeMed Soccer 
Park; and the CASL visitRaleigh.com National Soccer 
Series, played over four weekends in Nov. and Dec., 
bringing more than 1,200 girls' and boys' soccer teams 
from throughout the U.S. to Greater Raleigh and 
accounting for more than 30,000 hotel room-nights and 
$10 million in direct visitor spending. 

Event Recaps 
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Carter-Finley Stadium, 

Raleigh 

 

William H. Craig 5k 

Race for Life, December 

12, 2015, Legion 

Stadium, Wilmington 

 

Huntersville Half 

Marathon & Holiday 5K  

December 12, 2015 

Lake Norman 

 

5k Jingle Bell Run 

December 13, 2015 

Wrightsville Beach Park 

 

UnderArmour 

Basketball Showcase 

December 18-20, 2015 

UNC-Greensboro  

 

HighShoolOT.com 

Holiday Invitational 

December 28-30, 2015 

Broughton HS (boys) 

and Cary Academy 

(girls) 

 

Belk Bowl, December 

30, 2015, Bank of 

America Stadium 

 

Lake Norman Soccer 

Club NPL Events  

January 2016 - multiple 

dates, Mazeppa Rd Park 

Mooresville 

 

Charlotte Catholic 

Wrestling, Battle at the 

Bo, January 1-3, 2016 

Bojangles Coliseum, 

Charlotte 

 

USA Cycling National 

Cyclocross 

Championships 

January 5-10, 2016 

Biltmore, Asheville 

 

Visit Lake Norman hosted the 
NC Junior Team Tennis State 
Championships - July 17-19, 
which was the largest Junior 
Tennis State Championships 
in USTA NC's history. 674 
junior players & 92 teams 
competed at 6 different venues in the Lake Norman 
area.  

  

In October, the eighth annual 
PPD Beach2Battleship Iron 
Distance Triathlon brought 
nearly 2,300 athletes, along 
with their friends, family and 
trainers to Wilmington and 

Wrightsville Beach area, according to the Wilmington 
and Beaches CVB.  An additional 300 runners were 
expected to participate in the second annual New 
Hanover Regional Medical Center 5K, held in 
conjunction with the triathlon. An estimated 8,000 
spectators were expected to come out and cheer the 
athletes. The producer of the PPD Beach2Battleship 
Triathlon reports that approximately 95 percent of the 
participants traveled from outside the local area. This 
year's athletes were from 44 states and seven countries, 
with an average stay of three nights. During their visit, 
competitors and their guests stayed in hotels, dined in 
restaurants, and shopped at retailers as they 
experienced Wilmington and Carolina Beach, Kure 
Beach and Wrightsville Beach.  

  

The 5Point Film Festival had a 
spectacularly successful first year in its 
Asheville home, coming from 
Carbondale, Colorado. This adventure 
film festival featured outdoor activities, parties, panel 
discussions, & a van life rally, bringing together 
members of the outdoor community, including world-
class athletes. The 2016 festival will be held Aug. 26-
27.  

Unique Partnerships 

Jacksonville-Onslow Sports Commission 
 
While universities and colleges can be partners for 
sporting events across the nation, Onslow County has 
found Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune and Marine 
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USYSA Olympic 

Development Program 

Tournament 

January 9-10, 2016 

BB&T Soccer Park, 

Advance 

 

Spirit of Hope National 

Championships 

January 15-18, 2016  

Charlotte Convention 

Center 

  

City of Oaks Challenge 

January 16-18, 2016 

Raleigh Convention 

Center 

 

East Coast Shag 

Classic, January 28-30, 

2016, Holiday Inn 

Resort, Wrightsville 

Beach 

 

Twin City Friendlies 

January 29-31, 2016 

BB&T Soccer Park, 

Advance 

 

USA Table Tennis 

Olympic Trials  

February 4-7, 2016  

Greensboro Coliseum 

Complex 
 

Volleyball Anarchy, 

Queen City Classic  

February 5-7, 2016  

Charlotte Convention 

Center 

 

Cocoa 5K/Fun Run 

February 6, 2016 

Carteret Community 

College, Morehead City 

 

Pure Energy Adult 

Soccer Seaside Classic 

February 6-7, 2016 

Various Soccer 

Complexes, Wilmington 

 

Corps Air Station to be a very unique partner. From road 
races to softball to golf to football to Global RallyCross, 
the Military bases have shown the nation that they can 
handle national security and sports - one cadence at a 
time. 
 
While they are great at putting on events, the art of 
hosting outside events isn't lost on these two 
installations. This past 4th of July weekend, Red Bull 
Global RallyCross took over an airstrip in the 
construction of their course aboard Marine Corps Air 
Station New River. Drivers had the opportunity to 
participate in a basic training session, sign autographs 
and meet with Marines prior to their practice rounds on 
the course. "I'd like to say thanks to everyone who came 
out-it was great to see everybody and sign autographs 
last night, and it's great interacting with the military", said 
winner Ken Block. The event, which marked the first 
time that a racing series has ever competed on an active 
military base, saw the largest course in Red Bull GRC 
history at .993 miles. The seven-turn layout produced 
one of the most compelling events in series history, with 
ten different drivers winning the ten heats contested 
over the Supercar and GRC Lites classes. 
 
"It's great to have such a wonderful partner in MCB 
Camp Lejeune and MCAS New River", said 
Jacksonville-Onslow Sports Commission Executive 
Director, Ashleigh Bachert. "While there is always red 
tape when working with the federal government, the end 
product is always better than what you had hoped for 
because they pay attention to the details." From facilities 
to volunteers, events and participants receive a hero's 
welcome from the start. However, if you are looking for a 
quiet atmosphere to host or compete, Onslow County is 
not your destination. In the words of MCAS New River - 
"Pardon our noise, it's the sound of freedom!"  

About Us 

From amateur events to 
international championships, 
North Carolina can provide the 
perfect location for any sports event. SportsNC is North 
Carolina's statewide sports development effort 
dedicated to maintaining and strengthening our rich 
sports legacy. This ongoing effort is championed by the 
North Carolina Sports Association (NCSA), a statewide 
collaboration of Sports Commissions, CVBs, Park and 
Recreation entities and Sports Authorities from across 
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Greensboro 

Gymnastics 

Invitational, February 

11-15, 2016, Greensboro 

Coliseum Complex 

 

ACC Women's 

Swimming & Men's & 

Women's Diving 

Championships 

February 17-20, 2016 

Greensboro Aquatic 

Center 
 

ACC Men's Swimming 

Championships  

February 24-27, 2016 

Greensboro Aquatic 

Center 

 

ACC Women's 

Basketball 

Championships 

March 2-6, 2016 

Greensboro Coliseum 
 

2016 NJCAA Men's and 

Women's Indoor Track 

& Field Championship 

March 3-4, 2016  

JDL Fast Track  

Winston-Salem 

 

Southern Conference 

Basketball 

Championships  

March 3-7, 2016, US 

Cellular Center, Asheville 

 

USA Baseball-Irish 

Classic, presented by 

GRSA, March 4-6, 2016 

USA Baseball National 

Training Complex, Cary 

 

Race City Classic  

Soccer Tournament, 

March 5-6, 2016, 

Mooresville 
 

  

North Carolina, who share a direct interest in supporting 
sports events. Thanks to the hospitality of our state as 
well as the accessibility and quality of venues, we have 
the ability to accommodate both large and small-scale 
championships, events and tournaments. The NCSA 
exists to help you explore North Carolina to find the 
perfect community to host your next successful sports 
event!  
 
Travis Dancy, Chair, Visit Lake Norman 
704-987-3300,  tdancy@lakenorman.org 
 
Jason Philbeck, Vice Chair, Greater Raleigh Sports 
Alliance 
919-645-2660,  jphilbeck@raleighsports.org 
 
Bonny Bernat, Treasurer, Visit Winston-Salem 
336-728-4215, bonny@visitwinstonsalem.com  
 
Jesse Newsom, Secretary, Fayetteville Area CVB 
910-483-5311, jnewsom@visitfayettevillenc.com 
 
Robert Cox, Immediate Past Chair, Burlington-Alamance 
County CVB 
800-637-3804, robert@visitalamance.com  
 
Chuck Hobgood, Visit NC State Liaison, NC Amateur 
Sports 
919-361-1133, chuck.hobgood@ncsports.org 
  
For more information on statewide sports events 
promotion, contact: Ashlee Kirk, Visit North Carolina, 
919-447-7765 or ashlee.kirk@visitnc.com 
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